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Shaking and terrified, Barb 
looked at the DRC attorney 
and simply said, “I don’t 
want to be forced to be naked 
anymore.  Please help me.”

With those words, Barb 
hired DRC to represent her, 
engaged DRC’s special 
investigative authority under 
federal law and started a chain 
reaction that led to finally 
shutting down the abusive 
group home and landed the 
operators in federal prison 
for perpetrating bizarre and terrible 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, and 
even involuntary slavery.  

For over 20 years, Arlan and 
Linda Kaufman ran a group home 
in Newton, Kansas.  Under the 
guise of “therapy” they did horrific 
things to the people with mental 
illness entrusted in their care.  In 
the trial, prosecutors described it 
as a “house of horrors” where the 
Kaufmans forced their patients to be 
nude, including doing housework 
and tending the farm in the nude.  
The Kaufmans filmed all of this 
for what prosecutors described as 
their “private porno collection,” 
all the while billing Medicare and 
the taxpayers for the “therapy 
services.”    

By May of 2004, DRC had 
assisted several residents to leave 
the abusive facility.  In October 
2004 DRC accompanied the FBI as 
they executed search warrants and 
arrested the Kaufmans during a raid 
on the facility.  Federal authorities 
seized over 30 videotapes from the 
Kaufman’s bedroom, which vividly 
showed sexual abuse perpetrated on 
both male and female patients.   

The Kaufman House was owned 
and managed by the husband and 
wife team of Arlan and Linda 
Kaufman. Arlan Kaufman was the 
so-called therapist, landlord, service 
provider and guardian/conservator 
of a number of the house’s residents, 

including some individuals the 
DRC helped free from the facility.

Without DRC and its subsequent 
authority under federal law as the 
protection and advocacy system, 
the Kaufmans could have continued 
their cruel and abusive reign of 
terror. 

The State of Kansas had received 
numerous complaints about the 
facilities, but state agencies were 
never able to get residents out of 
the Kaufman House or take other 
necessary action against the facility.  
Despite these complaints, Kansas 
failed to adequately respond. 

State government agencies 
had investigated the 
Kaufmans several times 
over a 20 year period.    
However, every time 
the State investigated 
them, they were never 
able to get through the 
front door.  They did not 
have the same powerful 
access authority to 
conduct investigations 
as DRC Kansas.  

In early spring of 
2004, DRC used its 
special access authority 
under federal law to gain 
access to the Kaufman 
house and interview Barb without 
the Kaufmans present.  Under 
federal law as the protection and 
advocacy system for Kansas, DRC 

has “reasonable unaccompanied 
access” to wherever the person 
with a disability resides, even 
an unlicensed group home like 
the Kaufman House.  Barb hired 
DRC, and DRC immediately 
got her out of this abusive 
setting.  Federal prosecutors, 
who had previously passed on 
prosecuting the Kaufmans, now 
had their first witness free from 
the Kaufman’s influence.  

In the end, the Kaufmans 
were convicted on over sixty 

federal criminal charges, including 
involuntary slavery and servitude, 
Medicare fraud, mail fraud, and 
conspiracy. Both Arlan and Linda 
were sentenced to long prison 
terms. 

Due to advocacy work of two 
former residents of the Kaufman 
House, Nancy Jensen and Lynn 
Kohr and DRC; Kansas has since 
changed several laws in reaction to 
the events uncovered at the Kaufman 
house, including enhanced reporting 
of guardians’ conflicts of interest to 
the courts and greater oversight and 
licensure of these types of facilities. 
The DRC has also continued to work 

on behalf of the 
former Kaufman House residents, 
including ensuring that their rights 
are protected, necessary supports 
and services were 
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Matthew Whaley was a 7-year-
old Kansas boy with Cerebral Palsy 
who wanted what many kids his age 
wanted, to play little league baseball. 
While Matthew had some mobility 
challenges, he requested no rule 
changes or accommodations; he just 
wanted to take the field with other 
kids his age. Yet solely because of his 
disability, the Scott City Recreation 
Commission refused to allow 
Matthew to play ball. His mother, 
Jennifer, knew that it wasn’t right 
to exclude Matthew simply because 
of his disability. She contacted the 
Disability Rights Center of Kansas 
(DRC) seeking information about 
Matthew’s legal rights.
The DRC’s legal team met with 

Jennifer and Matthew and quickly 
recognized that excluding Matthew 
from a youth recreation activity 
was a violation of Matthew’s civil 
rights under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Under the 
ADA, all public programs or services, 
including city sponsored recreational 
sports, must be accessible to and 
inclusive of people with disabilities.  
In response to Scott City’s denial of 
Matthew’s request to play baseball, 
DRC Attorneys filed a federal lawsuit 
on Matthew’s behalf to enforce his 
rights under the ADA.   
After hearing the evidence, U.S. 

District Court Judge J. Thomas 
Marten looked at Matthew in the 
courtroom and said, “Matthew, 
you’re going to play baseball this 

summer.” Judge Marten imposed a 
preliminary injunction ordering the 
commission to allow Matthew to join 
the team and play ball. Judge Marten 
told Matthew that “Little league 
baseball is not just about fielding 
skills, hitting skills and winning. It’s 
about character and teamwork and 
toughness”. Matthew got his wish 
to play baseball.  The ruling was a 
positive precedent for all Kansans 
with disabilities. It helped re-enforce 
the rights of all people with disabilities 

under the ADA and helped ensure 
that individuals with disabilities 
would enjoy full integration into all 
public programs and services, even 
recreational opportunities. As news 
of the decision spread, Matthew’s 
notoriety as a pioneer for the rights 
of people with disabilities grew. He 
received an autographed baseball 
from George Brett, a former Kansas 
City Royal and member of the Major 
League Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius 
had contacted Brett and asked if he 
would sign the ball in recognition of 
Matthew’s courage to stand up and 
fight for his rights.
The next summer, Matthew was 

honored in Washington D.C. at a 
celebration of the 15th anniversary 
of the (ADA). Matthew and Jennifer 
provided testimony to a Congressional 
briefing which was cosponsored by 
the Congressional Disability Caucus 
and the Consortium of Citizens 
with Disabilities. After the hearing, 
Jennifer, Matthew’s mom, said, “It 
meant a lot to have that honor because 
it is more than just a small issue with 
Matthew. We hope that our case will 
give other parents the courage to see 
that it is OK to stand up for their 
rights and their children’s rights.” 
Matthew’s story was so compelling 
that it was picked up by the national 
media and was featured as a case 
example of what is good about the 
ADA on NPR’s Morning Edition.

DRC Helps Boy Play Baseball

put in place, and ensuring that the victims received appropriate 
restitution. Because of the work on the Kaufman house case, DRC 
immediately saved the lives of seven residents and created a safer 
environment for countless others who may have been subjected 
to similar situations had the Kansas law not been changed.  

Due to their advocacy, Nancy and Lynn were honored at the 
SAMHSA Voice Awards hosted by Mariel Hemingway.
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Movie Star Mariel Hemingway with Nancy and 
Lynn at the SAMHSA Voice Awards

Matthew Whaley swings at the 
ball during a baseball game 
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