
 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 2016 
 

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 

Chairman, House Judiciary Committee  
2138 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee 

2426 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515   
 

 

Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers: 

The American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) is writing to express its 
strong opposition to the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 3765), AAPD is a 
national disability rights organization that works to improve the lives of people with 
disabilities by acting as a convener, connector, and catalyst for change, increasing the 
political and economic power of people with disabilities. 

Almost 26 years ago, the ADA was enacted as a compromise between the disability and 
business communities. The disability community gave up the ability to receive damages 
from failure to comply with the federal ADA by only allowing injunctive relief and 
attorney’s fees for violations of the law. Unfortunately, almost 26 years after enactment, 
there are still organizations, businesses, and companies who have yet to comply with 
this important civil rights law for persons with disabilities 

A number of bills, like H.R. 3765, have been introduced in Congress that would create 
barriers to enforcing the civil rights protections for persons with disabilities that do not 
exist in other civil rights laws. These bills seek to limit the power of the ADA and reduce 
compliance with the law, and would go back on the compromises made between the 
business and disability communities during passage of the ADA. 
 
As was mentioned earlier, the ADA has been law for almost 26 years, if a business has 
decided to not comply with the requirements of this legislation by this point, why should 
a person have to wait more time for enforcement of their civil rights? Should an 
individual who is not allowed to enter a restaurant because of their race, gender or 
religion, have to wait before seeking to enforce their civil rights? The disability 
community already compromised with the passage of the ADA by not allowing 
individuals to seek damages from violations of their civil rights, but now legislation like 



 

 

these bills would erode the civil rights of people with disabilities. Congress should be 
ensuring that people with disabilities have full access to the community through the 
strong enforcement of the ADA, not making it more difficult for people with disabilities to 
be fully participating members of society.  
 

As H.R. 3765 would erode the civil rights of people with disabilities, we must oppose 
this legislation. AAPD staff would welcome an opportunity to speak with you and your 
staff about our concerns. Please contact Lisa Ekman, Policy Consultant, at 
lekman@aapd.com or 240-463-5612 with questions or if you are interested in 
discussing this further.  
 

Thank you in advance for taking our opposition into consideration.  
 

 

Yours truly, 

 
Helena R. Berger 
President & CEO 
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