
July 6, 2016 
 
Representative Tom Marino 
410 Cannon House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Representative Marino: 
 
On behalf of Disability Rights Pennsylvania (DRP), I write in opposition to 
H.R. 3765, the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015.  
 
Almost 26 years ago, the ADA was enacted as a compromise between the 
disability and business community.  The disability community gave up the 
ability to receive damages from failure to comply with the federal ADA by 
only allowing injunctive relief and attorney’s fees for violations of the 
law.  Unfortunately, almost 26 years after enactment, there are still 
organizations, businesses, and companies who have yet to comply with 
this important civil rights law for persons with disabilities.  
 
In Pennsylvania, DRP does enforce compliance with the federal 
ADA.  Most recently, our efforts have been critical to:  
● Access to health care for individuals with mobility disabilities with hospital 
systems; 
● The repair of a mechanical lift at a pharmacy, which was the only means 
of wheelchair accessibility for a major drugstore chain; and 
● Access to a clothing store with a one-step entrance. 
 
H.R. 3765 would create barriers to the civil rights for persons with 
disabilities that do not exist in other civil rights laws.  In so doing, the 
legislation seeks to limit the power of the ADA and reduce compliance with 
the law.   
 
Courts already have tools to punish litigants who abuse the process.  For 
example, some courts have barred repeated ADA litigants.  Rule 11 
sanctions, including fee awards for defendants, are available against a 
litigant or lawyer who is untruthful in filing a complaint.   
  
As was mentioned earlier, the ADA has been law for almost 26 years, if a 
business has decided to not comply with the requirements of this legislation 



by this point, why should a person have to wait more time for enforcement 
of their civil rights?  Should an individual who is not allowed to enter a 
restaurant because of their race, gender or religion, have to wait before 
seeking to enforce their civil rights?  The disability community already 
compromised with the passage of the ADA by not allowing individuals to 
seek damages from violations of their civil rights, but now legislation like 
H.R. 3765 seeks to further erode the civil rights of people with disabilities 
by delaying action to achieve protected civil rights. 
 
Congress should be ensuring that people with disabilities have full access 
to the community through the strong enforcement of the ADA, not making it 
more difficult for people with disabilities to be fully participating members of 
society.  As H.R. 3765 would erode the civil rights of people with 
disabilities, I ask you to oppose this legislation during the House Judiciary 
Committee markup on July 7, 2016.  
 
Please contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your time.  
 
Sincerely, 
Peri Jude Radecic, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Peri Jude Radecic, Chief Executive Officer 
Disability Rights Pennsylvania 

 
301 Chestnut Street, Suite 300 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
(717) 236-8110 ext. 302 
Fax: (171) 236-0192 
pradecic@disabilityrightspa.org 
 

Visit us online at:  www.disabilityrightspa.org. 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube 
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This email is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is 
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and 
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Unintended transmission shall not 
constitute waiver of the attorney-client or any other privilege. If you have 
received this communication in error, please do not distribute it and notify me 
immediately by email at ehowell@disabilityrightspa.org or via telephone at 800-
692-7443 and delete the original message. Unless expressly stated in this email, 
nothing in this message or any attachment should be construed as a digital or 
electronic signature or as a legal opinion. 
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