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OPPOSE THE “AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) EDUCATION AND 
REFORM ACT OF 2015” (H.R. 3765)  
 

“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice 
against my opponent.’ For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have 
no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” And the 
Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them.  --Luke 18:3-8 (NRSV) 

 
In the parable of the widow and the unjust judge, Jesus describes a woman longing for justice in 
front of a judge who rejects her repeatedly. Ultimately the judge relents due to annoyance rather 
than a sense of justice. 
 
Thankfully, we live in country that has enshrined respect of others into the law. Unfortunately, 
Congress is seeking to remove a measure of that respect from one of the most vulnerable and 
overlooked populations, persons with disabilities.  
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act was created to help provide tools to persons with disabilities to 
finally get a hearing for their grievances before what had been an unjust legal system. Years of 
persistence enabled these reforms to pass and be signed into law. 
 
Today however, those reforms are under threat. We write to express our strong opposition to the 
ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Education and Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 3765). The 
National Council of Churches believes in strong and vigorous enforcement of the ADA. Yet a 
number of bills have been introduced in Congress that limit the power of the ADA and reduce 
compliance with the law. We oppose any such efforts, including H.R. 3765, to limit the ability of 
people with disabilities to vindicate their rights in court. 
 
H.R. 3765 imposes several additional steps on plaintiffs before they can file a civil action for an 
accessibility violation in a public accommodation case. It would also impose criminal fines if demand 
letters or other pre-suit notifications alleging violations of ADA public accommodation 
requirements are not sufficiently specific. Such restrictions and penalties on the ability of people to 
attempt to vindicate their rights fly in the face of the intent of civil rights statutes, which were 
enacted to ensure the protections of those marginalized in our society. For these reasons, we urge 
you to oppose the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015. 
 
We pray you hear the cry of persons with disabilities and grant them justice by voting against H.R. 
3765. 
 


