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Real Life Examples of Criminal Justice and Juvenile Justice Work 
Conducted By the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Network Through The 
Protection and Advocacy for Individuals With Mental Illness (PAIMI) 
Program That Would Be Prohibited By The Helping Families In Mental 
Health Crisis Act (H.R. 2646)  
 
 
The following examples from the work of the PAIMI program would be prohibited 
by the language in H.R. 2646 as it passed through the Health Subcommittee of 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee.  NDRN and the P&A Network feel 
that these examples show the unintended negative consequences of the bill as 
currently drafted, and demonstrate the need for additional changes to the PAIMI 
language in H. R. 2646 before it is considered by the full House Energy and 
Commerce Committee 
  
 

ALABAMA  
Problem  

The Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program, the Alabama P&A, 

was contacted by parents of a 13 year old boy with multiple 

disabilities including severe anxiety disorder, tic disorder, and 

learning disabilities.  His special education teacher and 

paraprofessional had filed harassment and assault charges against 

him.   

 

Solution 
The P&A provided information to the client's defense attorney, 
juvenile probation officer, and the assistant district attorney about 
the child’s disability and how his behavior was a manifestation of 
his disability.  The P&A advocate attended the hearing where the 
child was found not guilty on all charges.  The defense attorney 
stated that the information provided by the P&A regarding the 
client's disability and its impact on his behavior was vital to the 
outcome of the case.  As a result, the youth returned to school with 
an appropriate IEP developed with the P&A’s assistance and 
delinquency charges were dropped.   
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FLORIDA  
Problem  
The mother of a youth with mental illness and learning disabilities 
contacted Disability Rights Florida, the Florida P&A, after the 
principal of his school advocated with the school resource officer to 
arrest him following an altercation with another youth.  The youth 
was placed in county jail without educational resources until a 
hospital/homebound teacher found the youth in the jail by chance.  
The youth was without educational services for several months and 
the School Board had not provided the youth educational services 
in accordance with his IEP in years. 
  
Solution 
P&A staff intervened and after a special education due process 
mediation session, the school department agreed to provide the 
youth with transitional vocational training, one-on-one 
compensatory education, tutoring, and behavioral counseling.  A 
P&A staff person was subpoenaed to juvenile court and testified 
about the failure of the school to adequately serve this youth.  The 
judge dismissed the case saying it was not a criminal matter and 
chided the state attorney for prosecuting it.  

 
 
KENTUCKY 

Problem 
An 18 year old white male with a diagnosis of Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder (OCD) was in a juvenile justice facility due to 
charges of criminal trespassing and robbery.  He wanted to return 
home to live with his mother and to complete his diploma upon 
release.  His Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) worker told the 
youth that it was doubtful that he would ever return to his home 
community, and certainly not to his home.  The worker also told him 
to get a GED, rather than pursing a general education high school 
diploma.  
 
Solution 

After the Kentucky Protection and Advocacy agency, the Kentucky P&A, made a 
number of visits with the student, his mother, facility staff, and the DJJ worker, an 
appropriate discharge plan was developed that allowed him to return home to live 
with his mother, and to be enrolled in his former high school.  The P&A provided 
the student’s mother with educational information, employment information, and 
other resources that were available in the community in his home town. Following 
his release and linking up with these community services, he continues to thrive 
at home and at school.  
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Per state law, State A has the discretion to release individuals after their 
minimum sentence is served, but it does not do so unless the prisoner fails to 
meet a particular set of criteria (e.g good behavior while in prison ).  The client 
was held after his minimum sentence expired even though he met all of the 
criteria -- purely because of a manifestation of his disability.  For over a year 
officials have been unable to secure a particular type of community based 
service he needs because that service is unavailable. So there he sits, waiting 
and being harmed while other prisoners are released.     
 
About one eighth of the people in the prison system in State A are being held 
over their minimum due to lack of a community based service. They may all or 
almost all be there due to the lack of community based services.   This has a 
high financial and human cost.  
 
We are willing and ready to discuss addressing these concerns. Any questions or 
concerns please contact Eric Buehlmann, Deputy Executive Director for Public 
Policy at eric.buehlmann@ndrn.org or at 202-408-9514 ext. 121. 
 

# # # 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the nonprofit membership 
organization for the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems 
and the Client Assistance Programs (CAP) for individuals with disabilities. 
Collectively, the Network is the largest provider of legally based advocacy 
services to people with disabilities in the United States. 
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