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Response to Representative Murphy’s Op-Ed 

Titled: Mass Shootings and a Mental-Health Disgrace 

Wall Street Journal - October 8, 2015 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/mass-shootings-and-a-mental-health-disgrace-1444346679 

 

In Mass Shootings and a Mental Health Disgrace (October 8), Representative Murphy 

wrongly asserts that federally funded protection and advocacy (P&A) lawyers for people 

with mental illness fight against families trying to get their loved ones into treatment. 

That is a complete distortion of the function of this highly successful program signed into 

law by President Reagan. Within the last two years alone, P&As in Washington, Arizona, 

South Carolina, and in Representative Murphy’s home state of Pennsylvania have 

successfully advocated to increase the availability of mental health treatment for tens of 

thousands of people. Since its creation, the P&A program has helped millions more 

across the country get access to the care and treatment that is best suited to their needs. 

  

Mr. Murphy also says he wants to return the program to its original function of 

preventing abuse and neglect. If he read the statute, he would know the first purpose of 

the act was to “ensure that the rights of mentally ill individuals are protected.” That’s 

because the authors knew fear of getting trapped in a broken system and the resulting 

stigma are the primary reasons people with mental illness do not seek treatment. Does 

Mr. Murphy really think people with mental illness will seek treatment in a “reformed” 

system that does not respect their constitutional rights? 

  

We agree that our mental health system needs reform but let’s not throw the baby out 

with the bathwater. 

  

Curtis L. Decker, JD 

Executive Director 

  

# # # 

  

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the nonprofit membership 

organization for the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems and the 

Client Assistance Programs (CAP) for individuals with disabilities. Collectively, the 

Network is the largest provider of legally based advocacy services to people with 

disabilities in the United States. 
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