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March 28, 2016 

The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 
Ranking Member 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
2322A Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: H.R. 2646 and the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness 
(PAIMI) program 

Dear Chairman Upton and Ranking Member Pallone: 

I write to gratefully thank you for your efforts to address and enhance the 
nation’s mental health system, which as you know, is simply not sufficiently robust to address 
the complicated challenges our friends, families and communities face.  I also specifically want 
to bring to your attention some concerns I have regarding pending changes to the Protection 
and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness program (PAIMI).   

Here in Ohio, the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system is Disability Rights Ohio 
and it plays an important and unique role in the state by providing legal and policy advocacy on 
behalf of individuals with mental illness.  I am concerned that H.R. 2646, as currently drafted, 
would limit Disability Rights Ohio’s ability to protect and advocate for better outcomes for 
individuals with mental illness. 

While on the bench of the Supreme Court of Ohio, I was considered one of the 
most conservative justices who believed in judicial restraint, but off the bench I have been a 
strong advocate for persons with mental illness, veterans, and juveniles who get caught up in 
the criminal justice system.  As a Justice on the Ohio Supreme Court for over 16 years (now 
retired), and in my role as a citizen, I have seen legal actions up close in the law and also 
personally.  

I share the concern that some legal activity can often lead to more benefits for 
attorneys than for the individuals involved in the case, especially when there is financial gain for 
the attorneys filing the class actions.  However, when it comes to protecting the rights of 
individuals with mental illness and the P&A system in Ohio, this is not the case. 

I have gotten to know the work of Disability Rights Ohio, and have seen the 
results in the legal community.  These are dedicated, caring attorneys who make no profit from 
their lawsuit or class action.  Instead, they bravely take on entrenched government or private 
practices that harm the most vulnerable or those without a voice or any financial means or 
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power to change their condition.  I have come to greatly admire and appreciate the important 
changes they have made for our most weak and vulnerable.  Without their advocacy, there is 
little motivation for entrenched systems to change, nor sufficient resources nor often the 
mental insight nor education for an afflicted individual to even try to take on a system. 

For example, Disability Rights Ohio has advocated to ensure that individuals with 
mental illness have access to health care and employment opportunities, and not be 
discriminated against when seeking housing or transportation services.  They are also currently 
advocating to protect the medical history and privacy of health care professionals to ensure 
that medical and nursing review boards base licensure on ability to work and not stereotypes 
about disabilities.  Disability Rights Ohio’s advocacy has also led to the establishment of a state 
program that redirects resources and services for individuals with mental illness to transition 
from nursing homes into safe and secure community living arrangements.  

If H.R. 2646 is passed in its current form, it would appear to restrict the ability of 
Disability Rights Ohio and the P&A system to engage in this type of community work and 
advocate for individuals with mental illness.  There is no other organization in Ohio that is able 
to provide this type of advocacy service for individuals with mental illness.  If the P&A systems 
are no longer able to advocate for them, who will, and who will better their lives in very 
concrete and life-affirming ways? 

I join many others in expressing my concern about the troubling provisions that 
impact the PAIMI program and the P&A system, and respectfully request that any provisions 
related to the PAIMI program not be included in H.R. 2646. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have any questions or need more information.  

 
Evelyn Lundberg Stratton 
Retired Justice, Ohio Supreme Court 

ELS/crm 

cc: Ohio Congressional Delegation 
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