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Please stand by for realtime captions. 

 

Your conference will begin in a few minutes. Thank you for your patience. 

 

Welcome to today's webinar entitled NDRN juvenile justice and what it has to say about people with 

mental health condition. My name is Danielle and I will be your operator. All the disciplines are in a 

listen only mode. I will turn the call over to Ian Watlington. 

 

Thank you Danielle and hello to my [ Indiscernible ]. I hope you are doing well. And Thank you for joining 

us through this evening call. We're trying to do some experimentation with the time to see if that affects 

the axis of the live webinar and what time is best. After the call I will be asking you about times and 

what you felt like worked and didn't work about this time. And so we will be talking about -- certain 

training ideas and things like that after the call. After Diane's presentation, stay on the call so I can ask 

you questions so we can deliver better technical assistance in the future. And Diane will have a question 

and answer session as well after the presentation that will be held -- helped with the operator. Stick 

around for questions as well. Diane, along with others, at NDRN, they have worked diligently on the 

juvenile justice report. I would think it's fair to say that it is a passionate [ Indiscernible ] many people at 

NDRN. One part of all parts of correction that gets often talked about whether we like the way it's talked 

about or not is another matter. People have mental health conditions and mental illness but basically 

have mental health issues and how they are treated in the correctional facilities. It's particularly at the 

issue with young people as well and there is a lot more as one might say as in people into the system 

and how they are treated and able to be rehabbed and so forth. With that, I will turn it over to Diane will 

walk you through the parts of the report and how it relates to mental health. Diane, I give it over to you. 

 

Thank you. I will go over the report that I will talk about some contextual issues and some of the things 

that are going on politically and in the media. This won't be a dry resuscitation of the report. I am hoping 

to wrap up around 10 after to leave the time for questions. It's a small group so I am not sure how the 

Q&A will be set up. We did a report in June of last year of the great work that is the network is doing 

and what the lessons are learned from that and the recommendations about it. The report covers 

different areas, diversion, condition, and we interesting -- reentry. I want to provide context because we 

talk about the pipeline which is how kids with disabilities leave school and in the process of leaving 

school end up in juvenile justice system at higher rates. Who is it that is the most [ Indiscernible ] and 

there is great data. I can provide the citations if you like. It's by a colleague of ours, in the center of 

center [ Indiscernible ]. Applying these three lenses together. Race, gender and disability. That is doing 

image of the group that has the highest rate of [ Indiscernible ] African-American males students with 



disabilities. In some of the largest districts the rates for this group reached 70% of their enrollment. We 

know that a specific subgroup of children of color that are children with disabilities who see different 

treatments of than their peers. Kids with disabilities are moved from school and kids with color are 

removed and if you happen to be a person in the intersection of both groups you are in trouble. This is 

consistent with what the data within the network says to the intake data support that [ Indiscernible ] 

children of color are disproportionate.  

 

Interestingly if you look at the number -- the percentage of kids that move from school with disabilities 

who are of color and the percentage of kids with disabilities of color in the juvenile system it matches 

precisely the same number. Studies have found that 65 to 70% of youth in the system meet the criteria 

for disability in a rate that is three times higher than that of the general population. The same 

intersection persists once you enter the juvenile system for the 75% have experienced dramatic [ 

Indiscernible ] typically in the form of physical or sexual child abuse. They are put them -- it puts them at 

risk for PTSD. It makes them less amenable to rehabilitative services of the system. Why is diversion 

important? We mean how can we help kids with disabilities get services in the community rather than 

incarcerating them. Juvenile facilities can be placed for children -- many who are abused. In addition 

"Lone Survivor" skills so kids were not criminal in behavior or in thought to become so because they 

have survived in the system. Because it appears they have it around them. Someone is saying I am 

fading in and out of hearing range. I will get closer. Tell me if that works better. 

 

Diversion doesn't work tickling for kids with disabilities. I'm sorry, incarceration doesn't work. And 

increases the likelihood of [ Indiscernible ]. What else happens? When kids are confined, one thing in 

many parts of the country they are not readily available juvenile justice facilities for kids so they are 

moved great distances from their families. Kids in DC are placed in other states because they do not 

have sufficient civility -- facilities. Confinement disrupts families and educational training and medication 

management, counseling and treatment, adolescent development, [ Indiscernible ] that is hard to come 

back to the community after you have been out of the facility, and we're learning juvenile records aren't 

sealed in many cases. They're folks that have access to records. Sometimes people say let's predicated 

the facility and he is a juvenile and no one will ever know. That is not true. That is an unfortunate item 

that people believe is true. One of the most important things that the climate disrupts is the family. To 

move from families from the community and church and all of those other will models. Not just seeing 

an older kid dentistry that kid has grown up that they may look up to. All of those with relationships and 

family relationships are replaced by [ Indiscernible ] in the juvenile facility. For juveniles who are 

learning from the recent studies of bring science, they are in a different place developmentally than 

adults who are criminals. This confinement causes problems for them and often is not productive in 

terms of [ Indiscernible - low volume ]. Why is diversion important? We know more than we used to 

about treatment options and prevention in adolescent predevelopment so we have more was in the top 

box. Kids don't have to go into the juvenile system facility in less they are extremely dangerous in order 

to get the treatment they need to prevent recidivism. We have other treatment options. Kids respond 

well to CBT and DVT and their prevention resources now a special in-home family support that occur 

within the community. We know a lot about adolescent predevelopment and that many youth will 

outgrow even but is severe behavior. Incarcerating them that they are supposed to be a growing the 



behaviors solidifies the behaviors in kids that would not have been criminal may become so after 

incarcerated.  

 

Information about the title. There are three categories we talked about. I will give you for the next 15 

minutes a content summary of what has been going on in the world and what they are learning about 

kids with disabilities in the pipeline in the juvenile justice system and to see this alongside this 

understanding of adolescent predevelopment and science. There has been a lot of efforts in media 

efforts to take a look at how we kids with disabilities in kids in general in the system and what we might 

do differently. Is interesting, the first real statements about the pipeline [ Indiscernible ] from the 

national school Board Association. Addressing the out of suspension policy got the school board 

members published in April 2013. It has 10 steps to prevent youth and out of school suspension. You will 

see the reason I put this light first is it provides a foreshadowing of all of the [ Indiscernible ] we will talk 

about in the last four years. I'm sorry, the last two years. First developed policies that support discipline 

models that don't involve suspension. Engage stakeholders and talk to people in the community about 

the kids. Learn positive alternative disciplines. Institute this program in the school. Reach out to 

communities that are impacted by representation of the data. You need to collect data and discover 

which kids in the school district are being suspended or expelled in reaching out to their community in 

an intentional way. Examining the segregated data to see who we are talking about. Monitor progress 

by school grade level and in factions to see if there patterns. Oftentimes with a number of schools that 

will be one or two that are suspension factories. You made this differently. Provide ongoing professional 

development and have clear guidelines above handbook about this type of support. Hard to suspension 

-- that is a good way of addressing disability related issues.  

 

In May 2013 in Massachusetts the Department of Justice to point -- complaint was filed. The complaint 

hasn't been resolved but it was one of the first complaints that addressed kids with disabilities being 

removed from school in place in the dead and segregated alternative program that don't provide 

appropriate credit and special ed support. This is distinct from other pipelines because it relies on the 

ADA. There were a number of Department of Justice issues in the south around racial desegregation that 

kids with disabilities who are also kids with color were being removed and placed out of school work 

together in poor quality alternative programs. 

 

We saw comments from the Department of Education on the calculation of disproportionality in July 

2014 and the reason is that school districts get in trouble if they have high a rate of use of color being [ 

Indiscernible ] suspension or expulsion. However they only get in trouble if the formula to use calculate 

disproportionality is accurate and so the formula that the Department of Education was using found that 

only 2% of the squares in the country had this disproportionality management there is a flaw in the 

system. If you look at the data around the kids who were removed to have to be removed from 

somewhere and they would not -- in is impossible that only 2% of the schools were doing that. We are 

pushing hard to have a better, more accurate, formula. 

 



[ Indiscernible ] NAACP did a great job in the support of helping us understand issues involving youth of 

cut -- color who are girls. The conversation has been about boys up until now. One of the things that 

NDRN has a special project on and [ Indiscernible ] burgeoning focus around is that many youth, young 

men women -- young women with disabilities, in the foster system -- where they are victims because 

they are not able -- they are not of age. They can't consent. If they are caught acting as child prostitutes, 

a term that is no longer used, they are placed in the juvenile justice system so it's a pipeline problem for 

minus. They by definition can't tap [ Indiscernible ] because they are not old enough so they are a status 

offense and they are usually young women who need treatment and protection to be placed in a 

juvenile system. 

 

The Department of Justice by the stamen of interest in that Massachusetts case. The law -- Wall Street 

Journal wrote an article about how [ Indiscernible ] of replacing the school discipline. One of the reasons 

kids with disabilities end up removed from school is the youth school districts are using school resource 

officers to provide disciplinary support for schools. Instead of just taking care of the safety issues that 

officers have done, many schools are starting to use them more to handle routine disciplinary matters. 

When that happens they are not trained and they need training or adolescent development. More kids 

end up arrested at school and end of the juvenile justice system directly from the system. 

 

Can people hear me okay? 

 

If not, I will fix it. JW versus broker. This is a case involving the burning hand [ Indiscernible ] excessive 

use of mace brought by the P&A in the poverty law center. This will resource officers in addition to 

taking sometimes the less informed approach to disabilities in a school setting often bring with them 

also weapons like mace and use them in school in a manner that is different from school. The trend that 

is turning around [ Indiscernible ]. The Department of Justice announced investigation of the county 

currency quarter. We want to talk about this. This is something people don't know about. That is that 

some school districts will now issue tickets for kids who are fluent. Children with mental health needs -- 

kids who are true and. Sometimes they are went from school because they cannot attend school 

because they are not getting behavioral support. Sometimes if they are not attending school turn your 

fault of their own and in Dallas County and at the places kids away from school would get tickets and 

they would have to go to court and pay the ticket and if they didn't pay the ticket then they might get 

time in juvenile justice court over time. In addition often they were from low income families so they got 

a ticket and they were punitive. Sometimes a child was [ Indiscernible ] from school would not return. It 

was also tremendous revenue generating for the county. The Department of Justice started to 

investigate Dallas County. Most of these cases that I have heard about were [ Indiscernible ] but there 

are some in other states. If you hear about rent back tickets or dress code violations there are other 

school matters, please let me know. Peer scrutiny on that right now because it's so unfair. Elliptically -- 

particularly kids with disabilities. There was a report handled by a P&A about a child who had a phobia 

didn't attend school because he had an anxiety disorder that prevented him. His mother had asked for 

homebound services for him and she was denied. Then the family was -- the district filed a protective 

services complaint and issued a ticket against the family because the kid was not going to school and 



was 2. -- truant. It has serious implications for the child in the family because the child might have been 

taken from the home by protective services had the juvenile court not been [ Indiscernible ]. It doesn't 

make any sense. You can't always count on the court understanding it doesn't make sense. Those 

policies can be detrimental.  

 

DE STA, no Child left behind act is under we authorization. We have a chance to amended and the 

Alexander bill is done in a positive way. It's nice to see the things that we know about what works in 

discipline to be included in no Child left behind act. We will keep an eye on that right now. The 

reauthorization has stalled. Children of color subject to arrest in Jefferson Louisiana schools. There are a 

number of cases in Louisiana around intersection analogy of the way that kids with color with disabilities 

are treated in school. New York [ Indiscernible ] -- I will switch now to [ Indiscernible ] pipeline. 

 

Since October 2014, they are on similar tracks. It's nice to see there is focus in the people are 

understanding that if you are going to [ Indiscernible ] children with -- with disabilities you need to 

provide services and it's better if they are not there at all. One of the things that is a relatively [ 

Indiscernible ] practice and hopefully it is turning around is the use of solitary confinement in juvenile 

justice facilities for youth with disabilities. The New York Post and legal services case involving the prison 

in jails in the juvenile system in the state of New York regarding juveniles and the solitary confinement -- 

moving away from the use of solitary. In 2014 the Department of Education issued a fabulous package 

on corrective education. It said yes, children in the juvenile system have a right to the educational 

services that they should be getting at school. No one wants these kids to come out on the other hand 

that education. -- Without education. You are bound to provide educational services for them. This is 

helpful and if you are familiar with the kids in the system who are not getting educational services you 

may reference this and call you a P&A.  

 

In December 2014 federal prosecutors in New York City over the civil rights violations of [ Indiscernible ]. 

There is solitary confinement with an enormous amount of physical effect will abuse of young people of 

color. The exposure of [ Indiscernible ] helps nationally because people became aware of the kinds of 

abuses that kids were being subject to in these facilities so they were worse [ Indiscernible ] than other 

places but on record they are not alone. 

 

Rolling Stone did an article on the juvenile Justice and delinquency reauthorization which seems like an 

unlikely thing. Perhaps [ Indiscernible ] but the juvenile system prevents delinquency prevention act in 

providing the federal protection [ Indiscernible ] of the juvenile system. And its reauthorization which 

goes currently [ Indiscernible ]. It was nice to see simplified and understandable article in Rolling Stone.  

 

Nevada's only maximum security facility for juveniles is closing because like many states they had hired 

a private nonprofit contractor to run it and they had done a terrible job. Kids were not having their 



standard health and hygiene needs met and there was a tremendous physical abuse and overuse of [ 

Indiscernible - low volume ]. It's nice to see that scrutiny resulted in that contractor losing the contract.  

 

Let's take a second and talk about Miller. The Supreme Court decided in the Miller decision a number of 

different things. One of which is that children's youth in the system cannot be given life without parole. 

So they never of other states have tried to apply Miller and the question is the senses going forward 

would be precluded but what happens to kids in the system already. But they had their life sentences 

commuted. That case is currently under review in a number of states. 

 

Montgomery versus Louis -- versus Louisiana addresses Miller. It mandates court implemented 

procedure in the sensing of juveniles. Even juveniles who are in the pipeline should benefit. 

 

The Department of Justice. Special litigation section. They reach an agreement on the facilities and 

conditions to increase understanding on the part of the administration and the public that these horrible 

abuses should and. 

 

The Washington state your act which is a protection for kids [ Indiscernible ]. I will stop here for a 

second. Is it possible for us to take questions here before I launch into recommendations? 

 

No. okay. So the juvenile report after all of this analysis had a number of recommendations. When we 

get to the Q&A [ Background Noise ].  

 

I was on mute. 

 

I was wondering if people had questions.  

 

If you do have questions, Danielle, can you come in?  

 

I am here. 

 

Is a possible to do a question and answer session in the middle? 

 



If you would like to we can do that. I can prompt everyone how to get into the queue.  

 

Let's do that.  

 

If you have a question please. Star one -- press star one. Remove yourself as the hash key. That the 

handset first before pressing the numbers. If you have a question please press star one on your phone. 

Our first question comes from The Reids. 

 

Diane, do you know what's going on in West Virginia?  

 

I am not sure exactly what you mean. 

 

We have so many young people that are out of state. 

 

Yes. I did know about that. Do you know what's going on with that currently expect No. -- currently? 

 

No. 

 

I can find out. West Virginia since kids to facilities that are far beyond the driving distance of low income 

families which is one of the problems. Also when people are away from their families and their 

communities they are more likely to be treated badly because no one is watching. A lot of these 

aggregate systems like the ones in Utah that six kids consenting from smaller states can get away with 

more abuse. I'm guessing that is what the concern is. Is that which occurred?  

 

Thank you very much. Yes. 

 

Our next question comes from Walter Woodberry.  

 

Yes. Thank you. I am calling from Atlantic -- New Jersey. [ Indiscernible - low volume ]. I'm interested in 

knowing are there being studies done regarding intergenerational criminal behavior and mental illness 

that can occur [ Indiscernible - low volume ] [ Background Noise ]. Sometimes were a child comes from 

can also indicate where child may end up. We do have a child coming from a family that has had two 



generations of imprisonment or four generations of imprisonment where they maybe [ Indiscernible ] 

grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, they may have served prison time or have served hard time. I think 

what you have is a scenario a family reunion behind bars. You couple that with health issues and I think 

you have a lot against you. Also not being afraid. I want to pose that question. 

 

I think you raise a number of interesting points. I will try to take it apart. But we have learned in the 

recent studies --  

 

I may sound like I am jumping from one issue to another but I think I was trying to cram a lot into one [ 

Indiscernible ].  

 

[ Background Noise ]. [ Multiple Speakers ].  

 

I think that what we have learned recently through scientific research about the sources of criminality 

and what works in the juvenile system and what does not is very multifaceted. There are a lot of pieces. 

One of the things that gets a higher risk that are involved in the system is absent parenting. As a parent 

if they are missing because they are in the prison system the child may be more likely to be abused by 

caretakers and also to grow up without the guidance of that parent. That is a risk factor. In addition if a 

parent is in prison because they are violent, one of the primary risk factors for incarceration for kids is 

higher physical and sexual abuse. 70% of kids in the system have been abused by an adult at some point. 

There are a number of pieces what might look like a multigenerational inevitability that I think we can 

address through appropriate community placement and treatment services. For example a child has 

been exposed, because of physical or sexual abuse when they were little and they get services, if they 

get the services in the community and appropriate wrap around at school, they are less likely to end up 

in the justice system. One of the other primary feeder systems for the school a prison pipeline is the 

child welfare system. Children in the system in foster care are more likely to end up in the juvenile 

system then peers who are not coming from that system. There are a number of pieces to that. You 

raise interesting points and I think have very complex and multifaceted reasons.  

 

It makes sense. There is a cover article for next months monthly magazine [ Indiscernible - low volume ] 

dealing with black families and imprisonment. I will take the time to read that article and maybe I may 

be able to get it online. I think that it's worth listening to and looking into. Sometimes a child can be 

placed within a goal or an aunt and those people may be able to [ Indiscernible ] and raise a child while. 

Sometimes even intrafamily placement might not work out.  

 

You raise an interesting point. NDRN did a report on the foster care system. One of the things that many 

states have become excited about is this idea of kinship placement which is pricing kids with relatives. 

There's nothing inherently wrong with that necessarily as long as the relatives are properly screened and 



supported certainly a child with a disability. And in some states they have instituted a policy called 

extreme recruitment where they reach out and find any relative of that child and maybe relative who 

has not met the kid before. Sometimes the relatives are not properly screened and supported. Just 

because someone [ Indiscernible ] doesn't make them the best placement of the child. But we do know 

from the studies that have been done is that pricing kids in community settings like with a family setting 

in providing treatment services has a much higher rate of success than taking them out of the home and 

putting them in the juvenile system facility.  

 

I agree. I would agree with that. 

 

Are there any other questions? 

 

We have Jaime on the line. 

 

Thank you. This is Jaime in North Carolina. I have a question and I'm wondering if this is -- common 

throughout the state more throughout the country. North Carolina will see more and more young adults 

in spite of having IAC and the manifestation found that the time at the determination in the meeting 

because of their disability and [ Indiscernible ] at the juvenile justice court level. And they are not taking 

consideration to the [ Indiscernible ] more and more of that. I'm wondering if you have -- what is being 

done around that and what advice can you give me to better advocate for these young adults?  

 

That's an excellent question. What we're seeing -- now that states are doing a better job of recording 

suspension and expulsion data as a network we are seeing an increased use of [ Indiscernible ] around 

the idea a. Ways that people can be removed from school without it being counted as a suspension for 

data purposes. Some of those and runs including referring persistence to -- the kids to the system. They 

should go through the manifestation process and provide the services and to the things that the ITA 

requires. Another thing we are seeing is shortened school days were kids are sent home in the middle of 

the day. It's not called a suspension but sometimes they are sent home almost every day because of 

disability related behavior that could be properly addressed to using the typical special ed channel. For 

kids that are just sent home every state has a different term for it -- like a disciplinary removal. It's not a 

suspension but it's a suspension. Your home and you don't have the books and it's not clear when you 

can return. Or the use of a risk assessment where the school district sends a child home and you need to 

get a psych evaluation saying you are not whiskey before you can come back to school. There are a 

number of items. But we're seeing is an increased number of those. A great many P&As are doing a lot 

of this type of work and sell it to see cases like that I would recommend you take them to the P&A. If a 

kid has been referred to the juvenile system in the school district has not done its job it's possible for the 

P&A versus the juvenile defender in making that case in court if a child should not be -- should not be 

referred to the system that the case should go back to the public school where it belongs. Increasingly 



judges are disgusted by this behavior and so increasingly juvenile court justices are saying please do not 

darken my doorstep to disciplinary problems. Ticket back to school and deal with it. 

 

Does that answer your question?  

 

I am showing no other questions at this time. 

 

Then I will go ahead with a justice report recommendations. The first one is a Congress should authorize 

and fund P&A the juvenile justice work. The reason we say this in addition to the fact that it is good to 

have more funds of the P&A work is that P&As are doing an increasing amount of juvenile justice 

criminal justice work because used to be placed in institutional settings are now in the community and 

ending up in juvenile justice facilities at increasing rates because they are not receiving appropriately 

services. P&As are doing this work. It's taking up a lot of their funding. Congress should find the relevant 

statutes such as community-based services. I haven't talked to that Parilla but it's the present [ 

Indiscernible ] elimination act. It was developed to protect youth in juvenile justice facilities and criminal 

adult prisons and jails. From sexual abuse on the part of staff and other inmates. Because this is a 

rampant problem. It has a number of protections that would work well if they were properly 

implemented. They are not always implemented. Funding of Parilla is important. 

 

Congress should include a reauthorization of the justice for delinquency prevention act. The elimination 

of the [ Indiscernible ]. And also prohibit the use of solitary confinement in isolation for all juveniles 

including does Houston adult settings. The VCL reception is important because under the JJ PA have 

committed a status offense cannot be sent to juvenile facility in be incarcerated. The status offense is 

any offense that would not be illegal if the person were over 18. Or in some cases over 21. Because it's 

something that is because of the persons a currency which is not illegal if you are or will. Runaway which 

is not illegal. You can run away after 18. Drinking which in most states is 21. Smoking. Cigarettes. If the 

youth has committed those acts according to the JD PA they cannot be placed in the justice facility. They 

can't be locked up. Except this VCL exception which allows in certain circumstances. The problem with 

the exception is the way it is interpreted by court is kids of color in kids with disabilities are more likely 

to get locked up using the exception than other kids. That is why we are asking that Congress eliminate 

that exception. It's not helpful and it doesn't do anything for public safety and it does result in a 

disproportionate number of kids with disabilities in kids with color. 

 

In addition Congress required that Perl [ Indiscernible ] as having elevated arrest rates should lose 

opportunity to use federal funds to hire resource officers. We're not big fans of resource officers except 

to protect public safety like terrorist [ Indiscernible ]. That schools start to develop memorandums of 

understanding that limit the work of the police to traditional police activity and not disciplining 

violations. And school resource officers in the schools undergo training specifically to topics such as 

adolescent development legal requirements to the ITA end of the things that many business offices need 



to believe -- did not learn at the police academy. Stomach the administration meaning the president and 

the offices of the Department of Education of justice should do the following. Education should enforce 

all screw obligations and reports for a number of school-based arrests so we can figure out which 

districts are using arrests as a way to get around the protections of the ITA in special education laws. So 

we can figure out what schools need more attention. Education and the Department of Justice should 

ensure the stakeholders on the structure and implementation of settlements. If the DOJ investigates and 

discovers that a school district or state is not putting kids with disabilities properly and they settled the 

case before they settle the case they should talk to folks in that community and get input to make sure 

the settlement something they want and will be helpful. Sometimes folks on the outside might think 

they know how to solve a problem that folks on the inside might take a different view. 

 

The administration should fully enforce all provisions of title six and title IX. The ADA and the ITA in 

youth correctional facilities. Let's make sure that kids are in juvenile facilities have the same rights that 

other kids do in terms of their civil rights. That includes kids Houston federal facilities. Now kids in prison 

or immigration and naturalization facilities do not receive the same civil rights protections as of the 

youth. The office of special and programs which is a special education arm of the Department of 

Education. And DOJ civil rights division should coordinate enforcement efforts so as to completely 

eliminate disproportionality in juvenile justice facilities. So what that means is a lot of times OSEP will 

say that is [ Indiscernible ] problem and OCR that says -- says that is the justices problem. They need to 

sit down and coordinate. It's so frustrating to have a case and file a complaint and then have the 

Department of Justice say we can't do anything about that. You have to go to of CEP. For the young 

people who are developing, time is important. You can wait a year to find out that you filed in the wrong 

place that kid will not get the help they need. 

 

Special litigation section should use civil rights of institutionalized backs and Parilla. The first extent 

possible to ensure juveniles are treated in a safe and humane manner. The report, some of the case 

examples will curl your hair. The things that kids are exposed to within the justice system. I think no one 

no one I know in the P&A network is opposed to protecting security in the community and having unsafe 

kids in a place where they can't hurt anybody and it makes sense. On the other hand some kids because 

of the disability did worse while in the system. They get additional punishment five -- by virtue of the 

disability. That is the part we are trying to address. Preventing such copilots and violations of personal 

privacy. Kids who are desk is with disabilities are more likely to be victims of violence. Preventing the 

use of solitary confinement and limiting the mixing of use with adult population. Confinement of status 

offenders. And just ensuring adequate food, rest, exercise, light, heat and other items. The stories of 

kids that are housed in Louisiana and the buildings that are 110 degrees in growing boy so don't get 

enough food and to grow during that time. Just a basic human rights violations. There is a lot of this that 

the P&As are handling. 

 

I would add a wrapup here. The administration should eliminate the use of school resource officers to 

enforce [ Indiscernible ] as we talked about. There will should be limited to the safety in numbers in that 

community. The implication of Priya. At the state level teacher develop and support programs that 



provide training and laws to probation offices, [ Indiscernible ] juvenile judges, prosecutors, court-

appointed attorneys, and other attorneys. A great many of these folks are not well trained in the 

protections of the ITA or section 504 so they make it a case that should be addressed -- they may get a 

case that should be addressed at the school level but they don't know that. They don't know to plead 

does as mitigating matters in the juvenile justice case. Cases that should be thrown out may not be 

because the people in the system don't know that's an option. 

 

They should use a comprehensive approach to reentry. When kids leave the system that they have the 

skills to reintegrate into communities and be successful. They need by skills training and academic 

instruction. Sometimes the schools in the justice system will not provide credit so kids make it to school 

everyday and get out early but not have that academic time wasted because it has no credit. Many 

cases, you have people who say you need to get a GED. That is a tremendous [ Indiscernible ] for kids.  

 

States should ensure that upon entry into the release plan, in partnership with the youth and family and 

identify actions steps of support services to ensure reenrollment in school. Off in public schools refused 

to enroll kids when they come back out of the facility which is illegal. P&As do a lot of work around that. 

And that prior to release all facilities hunting juveniles offer learning opportunities that are grounded in 

evidence and practice-based models. Using the galleries that work as opposed to modalities that don't 

work such as military -- solitary confinement. It's not improvement. 

 

At the local level school districts should develop [ Indiscernible ] understanding with police to ensure 

that resource officers are not being used to enforce code violations. Memorandum of understanding is a 

contract between the school district and the police department about how their offices will be used. 

Scoreboards it should evaluate the following to a they are not perpetuating disproportionate referral of 

use. You should look at your school code and anybody can do this. It's a good exercise. If her school code 

includes a zero-tolerance policy -- if you do this you must to be expelled. Regardless of mitigating 

circumstances or other people involved in poor evidence. And disability related issues. [ Indiscernible ] 

policies tend to be not productive and also have a disproportionate impact on kids with disabilities 

because their disabilities are not consider. Methods of punishment. That results in referrals. We talked 

about currency -- truancy tickets. That is a punishment that they can use for disabilities [ Indiscernible ]. 

That is all I have. The report is available on the website. You may have a made -- you may have made 

this available as well. I am available at NDRN. I am available to answer questions now if that works. 

 

If you think of a question or have comments or we want you to do the survey. I will -- I put my email 

address in the chat box and I will channel questions to Diane if there are certain issues that do come up. 

If you are part of the P&A network you know how to get a hold of her. If there are specific issues that 

you would like to chat with Diane about, email me at the address in the chat box and then I will get 

them to Diane. A few moments for questions and answers. We have five minutes.  

 



If you have a question please press star one. We have another question from Walter Woodberry. 

 

Yes. I would like to know what is the interim website. Www. Www.NDRN.org or.com? 

 

We hope you find the report useful and I welcome comments. 

 

Is that the right website asked to make it should be. NDRN.org. 

 

I have it right. Thank you very much. 

 

If you have a question press star one. 

 

Some of you may be -- may be on the phone so that may send my email address. I can guide you to the 

report. [ Indiscernible ] Ian.Watlington@NDRN.org.  

 

If you need help navigating we can help you. 

 

One of the things that the report has that I didn't include today due to time is the case stories. The 

stories about kids and what happened to them and what the P&A did. They are easy to read and they 

tend to be sobering and of course it's interesting to see what the cases might have been in your state. 

They are delineated by state enough of the quarter. If you are looking at the report you will get 

additional content. 

 

Our next question comes from Jaime again.  

 

I am on the [ Indiscernible ] safer schools. We're trying to improve safety and the schools. Some of the 

recommendations might have more negative consequences. Whenever things that was on the table is 

something like a threat assessment. In creating one. There is one that was about [ Indiscernible ] here 

but I was wondering nationally if you have seen any threat assessments that art, informed and culturally 

competent. 

 

[ Multiple Speakers ] 



 

Yeah, we are deeply concerned about the threat assessment or risk assessment. They have different 

names. There's nothing wrong with the school district protecting the safety of its staff and of the 

students by determining whether a student is in danger of creating violence. That makes sense. That is 

initially why resource officers are brought into school after the [ Indiscernible ] in Colorado. That makes 

sense. The problem is that most threat assessments first of all are not evidence-based. They often are 

not going to achieve their purpose which is to determine which kids are truly dangerous and as a result, 

what happens to the net that catches all the fish is that many kids who are not remotely violent are 

caught up in the threat assessment. And then the third layer is that sometimes districts will use the 

threat assessment as an end run around the iDNA protection so they will say we have to throw you out 

of school even though it's a manifestation of your disability in the -- and normally we couldn't because 

of your score on this threat assessment. That is illegal and it almost always a vacuum -- evaporates 

because it is illegal. In the meanwhile the parties are finding that out and the parents are advocating for 

the kid is sitting at home missing school. It is embarrassing and stigmatizing for a child who is not violent 

at all to be determined of whiskey by the school district and sent home. I think you are right to be 

concerned. If they are used carefully and they are done thoughtfully they might be useful but I have 

never known a district to use a threat assessment to get one done and determined that a child is 

dangerous and then not suspend the child. That is where the world lies. 

 

If you have a question, press star one. 

 

Read a few people have logged off. So Diane, I think I will let you go now. I know you have a daughter in 

waiting. I will let you go. And then just ask final questions to those who remain. Thank you again, Diane. 

You can email me and I will get messages to Diane. Thank you for your work.  

 

Thank you for this opportunity. Have a nice night.  

 

If anybody that is remaining on the call -- if you have questions or comments were stories or ideas about 

the advisory Council and what we are doing for you want to determine something, please do so. [ 

Indiscernible ] will give you the instructions one more time. We will stay on this for five or 10 minutes 

more and then I will let you go. 

 

Our next question comes from Kathy read.  

 

In, I like the 3:00 Eastern time better because of dinner our and other things. 

 



Okay. 

 

Also I wanted to let you know I know I have told [ Indiscernible ] despite we have now had to penny 

drop conferences where we have invited folks from -- Tammie sponsored us -- they have had me in 

charge of it. Where we had that individuals run the different drop-in centers in West Virginia, and have a 

day meeting.  

 

We are learning a lot. I am wondering if any other councils after have done that or planning it.  

 

That is something to put out there. If anybody is on the call that has a comment about conferences 

regarding drop-in that would be great. Also will send that question out to the [ Indiscernible ] that I 

have. I think that is an interesting item and maybe something that councils can do. It is important. 

 

If you have a question press star one. 

 

If you have any other comments about the time issue, Kathy did, that would be helpful. We're trying to 

give you things in hopes of increasing participation and doing tests. If you have additional comments 

please let me know. 

 

I am showing no further questions or comments. 

 

Okay. I have a few people chatting were typing in the chat box. So I will let that keep the room open for 

a little bit longer. So they can get finished. If you wait a few minutes. What I am hearing is that people 

would prefer an earlier time. So I know a few people but all this information is important and if you 

know somebody that was on the call that dropped off there is a survey that you can fill out or get in 

touch with ADR in dashboard NDRN. With that I will leave you and I will be in touch with the date which 

will be the next call which will be later January. I will come out with a save the date that will go out and 

will be on the website. With that, since there are so few members left in the queue, I will end the call 

with a thank you very much to everyone. Thank you to Jeanette on the tech staff and I will see you on 

the next call. Thank you everyone. This is the end. 

 

Thank you for this concludes today's conference. Thank you for participating. You may now disconnect.  

 

Actions  



 


